
 

Limpsfield Junior School Approach to Spelling 

 

Each year group will work through the spelling patterns set out in the National Curriculum (Y3/4 
scheme or Y5/6 scheme).  Copies of each scheme have been set up and added to the whole school 
spelling folder on staff share. (See appendix 1) 

Teachers can work through the scheme however they feel most appropriate for their class but must 
ensure that they keep a record of what has been covered so that the children cover the whole 
scheme throughout the 2 year period (e.g. y3 and y4).  

The teaching of spelling should be consistent and built into the curriculum wherever possible.  

The following spelling routine should be adopted across school to ensure that spelling is being 
taught consistently across the key stage:  

Before starting the scheme a letter should be sent to parents to inform them that their child will be 
bringing home spellings on a regular basis this should be accompanied by the document named ‘A 
guide for parents – helping to spell’. (Appendix 2) 

• Each new spelling pattern will be taught and practised over a 2 week period. This can be 
extended if necessary but teachers must be mindful that there is a lot to cover and revisiting 
may be required to ensure the patterns are fully embedded.  

• Introduce the new pattern on a Monday morning (can be done as part of the morning work 
slot or during the literacy lesson). Flipcharts may be used to support this teaching and a 
small activity can be given to the children to support their learning (some flipcharts already 
exist for both the Y3/4 and the Y5/6 scheme and can be found on staff share in the whole 
school spelling folder).  

• Link the spellings to a handwriting activity at a later point in the week and discuss the 
patterns further.  

• Give the children a cold test at some point during this first week in the cycle and allow them 
to have a go at the spellings that they will be taking home to learn before having seen them 
(you may or may not have introduced the pattern already at this point).  

• Send home a list of spellings linked to the pattern, with homework, on a Friday. These can be 
differentiated and should be accompanied by a covering letter for parents explaining what 
the pattern is with suggestions on how they can help their child to learn the words (letters 
and possible words for each unit can be found in the whole school spelling folder) (See 
appendix 3) 

• On the following Monday the spellings should be revisited again. Dictation activities could be 
introduced here as this forms a big part of the spelling curriculum.  

• Link once again to handwriting later in this week (again sentences could be dictated for the 
children to write into handwriting books or English books).  

• The children will then be given a spelling test at the end of this week and should be expected 
to show that they have made progress since the cold test.  



• The cycle will then begin again with a new spelling pattern but links should be made to 
previous patterns wherever possible.  

• Teachers should ensure that the spellings being learnt are being used in children’s work (this 
should be a non-negotiable in your class).  

The National curriculum for spellings also has a list of words which need to be learned by the end of 
each phase (Y3/4 and Y5/6) these words should be covered as well as the weekly patterns. (See 
appendix 4) 

The full list may be sent at the beginning of the year for reference and smaller lists will be sent out 
during holidays as part of the half term homework. Children will have a copy of these words on a 
spelling zapper and will be encouraged to learn these independently. Time will be set aside within 
the class to allow children to do this and to discuss the words and their meanings. These word lists 
will be tested and changed half termly. (See appendix 5) 


