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Executive summary 
 
A survey was conducted across school to determine pupil’s attitudes 
towards their learning. The survey particularly focused on pupil 
independence, their attitudes to making mistakes and what they understood 
by the term ‘Growth Mindset’. Overall the findings were very positive with 
children identifying strategies that they could use to develop their 
independence and a positive attitude towards making mistakes. Although a 
quarter of children did not recognise the term ‘Growth Mindset’, a larger 
proportion had a working understanding of its principles. 
 
The next step is to monitor pupils using these principles across school and 
the impact that they have on their learning. 
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Summary of Responses for all Pupils 

 

“What can you/do you do if you are finding something difficult in your 

independent task?” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Is it more important to get something right or learn from your mistake?” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“What do we mean by Growth Mindset?” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

91% of pupils had a strategy for helping 

themselves other than putting their hand 

up to ask the teacher. Strategies included: 

asking their learning partner or someone 

on their table, leaving the question and 

returning to it later, referring to the learning 

walls or using resources such as spelling 

dictionaries or thesauruses. 

 

97% of pupils recognised that it is 

important to learn from your mistakes.  

They understood that making mistakes 

is part of the process of learning and 

that if they are getting everything 

correct, they are not being challenged. 

 

74% of pupils provided an answer 

which showed that they have an 

understanding of ‘Growth Mindset’.  

Most of these pupils related this to 

having a positive attitude towards their 

learning and the importance of 

persevering. 

 



Summary of Pupil Group Responses 

 

“What can you/do you do if you are finding something difficult in your 

independent task?” 

Number of Pupils 

 Yes No 

Pupil 
Premium 

11 0 

SEND 8 0 

EAL 9 0 
 

 

 

 

“Is it more important to get something right or learn from your mistake?” 

Number of Pupils 

 Yes No 

Pupil 
Premium 

11 0 

SEND 7 1 

EAL 8 1 
 

 

 

“What do we mean by Growth Mindset?” 

Number of Pupils 

 Yes No 

Pupil 
Premium 

9 2 

SEND 4 4 

EAL 8 1 
 

 

 

 

Pupils had a strategy for helping 

themselves other than putting their hand 

up to ask the teacher. Strategies included: 

asking their learning partner or someone 

on their table, leaving the question and 

returning to it later, referring to the learning 

walls or using resources such as spelling 

dictionaries or thesauruses. 

 

Pupils recognised that it is important to 

learn from your mistakes.  They 

understood that making mistakes is part 

of the process of learning and that if 

they are getting everything correct, they 

are not being challenged. 

 

Pupils provided an answer which 

showed that they have an 

understanding of ‘Growth Mindset’.  

Most of these pupils related this to 

having a positive attitude towards their 

learning and the importance of 

persevering. 

 



76%

24%

Percentage of Children SEND

SEND Not SEND

26%

74%

Percentage of Children 
EAL

EAL Not EAL

Information about the cohort surveyed 

 

Number of pupil’s questioned 

Y3 Y4 Y5 Y6 Total 

6 6 6 8 34 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

32%

67%

Percentage of Children Pupil 
Premium

Pupil Premium Not Pupil Premium
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“What can you/do you do if you are finding something difficult in your 

independent task?” 

 

91% of pupils had a strategy for helping themselves other than putting their hand up 

to ask the teacher.  Strategies included: asking their learning partner or someone on 

their table, leaving the question and returning to it later, referring to the learning walls 

or using resources such as spelling dictionaries or thesauruses. 

“Firstly, you can go on to a different one and then come back to it later.  Then you could have more 

time to think about it again and try a different method.  You could also ask your learning partner and if 

they can’t help you could put your hand up and ask a teacher.” Y4 

 

“I can ask the teacher or my friend or I can look on the walls.” Y3 

 

“Is it more important to get something right or learn from your mistake?” 

97% of pupils recognised that it is important to learn from your mistakes.  They 

understood that making mistakes is part of the process of learning and that if they 

are getting everything correct, they are not being challenged. 

 

“Learn from your mistake because if you got it wrong you know that’s not the answer and you can try 

a different way of doing it.” Y5 

 

“Learn from your mistake because if you get it wrong, you know what to do for next time.” HH Year 5 

 

“Learn from your mistake because if you’re getting everything right, you’re finding it too easy and the 

work is too easy for you.” Y6 

 

“Learn from your mistake because then you can improve it and make it better or think about it, learn 

from it and not make the mistake again.” Y6 

“How do you think you can get better at something?” 

 

Pupils felt that to improve at something it needed to be repeatedly practised in 

school or at home.  Some children recognised that getting better at something 

requires working hard and persevering. 



 

“You could practise at home, you could ask the teacher if you can have narrowing the gaps for the 

thing you’re struggling on.” Y6 

 

“By listening hard and trying and trying again which is persevering.” Y3 

 

“If you do it at home you can get better and at school you can get better by listening.” Y3 

 

“If you get better, you just have to try harder.  Ask someone at the side of you or a teacher.  You need 

to have a growth mindset.” Y3 

 

“What do we mean by growth mindset?” 

 

74% of pupils provided an answer which showed that they have an understanding of 

‘Growth Mindset’.  Most of these pupils related this to having a positive attitude 

towards their learning and the importance of persevering. 

 

“Growth mindset means you are positive, and you’ll try and try.” Y3 

 

“A growth mindset means, “Come on, you can do this,” not, “I can’t do this”.  Your brain might just be 

a bit sleepy and need to wake up.” Y3  

 

“Believing in yourself and trying and never giving up.” Y4 

 

“It means you’re not thinking this is too hard, I’m not good at this, you’re thinking can I get better?” Y4 

 

“Instead of saying I give up, you say I’ll try again and maybe it’ll work.” Y5 

 

“It means that you have a mindset that says yes you can do it not that you have a mindset that says 

you can’t or that your brain can’t grow.” Y5 

 

“Fixed mindset is thinking it is good enough, but a growth mindset is thinking that you can always do 

better.” Y6 

 

“If you think I got quite a good score, but I could do better next time if I try harder and learn.  Fixed 

mindset is if you think I’ll give up because I got such a bad score.” Y6 


