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Dear Parents and Carers, 
I am pleased to say that Limpsfield Junior School has now opened for keyworker and vulnerable 

pupils. It has been really good to have children back in school and they have all said how happy they 

are to be here. 

However, as I am sure that you are aware, Sheffield city council have informed all of the schools in 

the city that they do not feel that it is safe for them to open to more pupils until the 15th June at the 

earliest. As we are a maintained school, we must follow this instruction and will not be opening for 

Y6 pupils on Monday 8th June. Currently Monday 15th June is the earliest that we will be allowed to 

open but this is not definite and will depend on a further decision from Sheffield City Council. The 

council recognises the challenges that not opening schools presents however they have placed the 

health and safety of children, staff and wider families first. A letter explaining this decision is 

available on our website. 

To ensure that when we are able to open our school to more children that it is done safely, the 

school governors have asked me to draw your attention to two key strategies we will use.  

Social Distancing- We are getting used to queuing for supermarkets and crossing the road to pass 

other people. This is a new ‘normal’ and may well be with us for a long time. The government has 

said that we should all maintain a 2m gap between ourselves and anyone who is not in our 

immediate household. In school, we are going to extraordinary lengths to maintain this rule with 

fewer children in class, staggered start/finish and break times as well as changing the school layout. 

Social Bubbles- This measure works alongside social distancing and means that we all limit the 

amount of interactions we have with other people. This is a key strategy for the wider opening of 

Limpsfield Junior School with children and staff working in designated groups (currently no more 

than 10) in the same room and with the same equipment. The whole school day is being reorganised 

to support these social bubbles. 

To support these strategies, the current government guidance says you can now- 

• spend time outdoors, including private gardens and other outdoor spaces, in groups of up to 

six people from different households, following social distancing guidelines 

However, it also says you cannot- 

• visit friends and family inside their homes 
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• use an outdoor gym or playground 

• gather outdoors in a group of more than six (excluding members of your own household) 

 

I have been told by members of the school community, and by staff who have been active in the 
local area, that many children are adhering to these rules. However, I am also aware that some of 
our children are not following these rules and are playing outside with friends, playing football in the 
park and meeting in groups.  I have discussed this behaviour with the school governors and they are 
in agreement with me that if a child is not following the current government guidance then they 
could pose a health risk to other children and adults. As a parent/carer, I urge you to ensure that 
your child recognises their wider responsibilities and they do not put the health and safety of others 
at risk. We are happy to support you to help your child understand their obligations however the 
governing body is clear that further action may be taken if a child attending Limpsfield Junior School 
does not adhere to government guidance outside of school. 

For your own information, if you click on the link below then you can report to South Yorkshire 
Police any breaches of the government guidance that you witness. 

https://www.southyorkshire.police.uk/find-out/how-you-can-help/covid-19-information-and-
guidance/ 

We value the health and safety of your children above everything else that we do at school and I 
know that you will do everything that you can to help us all remain safe. 

 

Thank you for your support, 

 

Martin Moss 
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