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Spring has yet again brought with it some nice weather and longer days. The children have 

been working hard and we are seeing the results of this in our recent round of assessments. 

The Easter holiday is a bit strange this year so please ensure that your child returns to school 

on Monday the 15th April. They will then have the 19th and 22nd April off for the Easter 

weekend. 

As many of you will know, Mrs Sampson is starting her maternity leave after the Easter 

holiday. Mrs Sampson has asked me to pass on her heartfelt thanks for all the lovely 

presents and gifts that many of you have given her. She has been overwhelmed by your 

generosity and has enough baby grows, and chocolate, to see her through the first year. In 

regards to her role, Mrs Riddell will be moving in to Y6 to job share with Mrs Baird and we 

are very confident that this will result in minimal disruption before the Y6 children take their 

SATS. In respect to her role as Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator, I am pleased to say 

that Mrs Batham from Brightside Nursery Infant School will now be working across the two 

schools. This is great news as not only is she very experienced but many of you know her 

already. 

We know that you will all join us in wishing Mrs Sampson all the best and we all look 

forward to seeing her new arrival.   

Procedures in the Morning 

I would just like to remind all parents/carers and children about what happens before 

school starts. 

The school breakfast club starts from 8.15am at which time we are happy to allow your child 

in to the school building. Access to the breakfast club is through the school main entrance 

and to enter you will need to ‘buzz’ the office to let you in.  At 8.30am, a member of staff 

will open the gates onto the school playgrounds allowing children to enter the school 

premises through these entrances. We ensure that at least one member of staff is always on 

each yard from 8.30am. At 8.50am a school bell rings to let everyone know that school has 

started. Once this bell has rung the school gates will be locked by the member of staff who 

has been on the school playground. Once locked, access to the school is then again through 

the main entrance only.  

I am sure that you understand that these procedures are in place to keep your children safe. 

It is important for your child to understand that if they arrive before 8.30am then they will 

not be allowed outside on to the school playgrounds until 8.30am. It is also important to 

note that gates are locked promptly at 8.50am so please ensure your children are not late. 

 

 



Parents Evening 

It was great to see so many of you during parent’s evening and the support that you give us. 

I would also like to thank parents for completing the homework questionnaires and 

providing us with invaluable feedback. We will look at your responses to the questionnaire 

and feedback to you about how we intend to move this area forward. 

Y3/4 Topic 

This half term the Y3 and Y4 children have been looking at the local area. It is important that 

children get a sense of place and this topic has included map work, a walk around the area 

and making model buildings. This topic also supports your children’s understanding of the 

diversity that exists in Brightside and the positive impacts that this has on the area. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Health and Relationships Curriculum and PSHE 

There has been a lot of press coverage about the new Health and Relationships Curriculum. 

In particular there has been some negative reporting about parents refusing to allow their 

children to go to school over concerns about what is being taught. I have spoken to a 

number of parents about this and have also sent home a letter explaining our schools 

position. However, I would like to reiterate the following. 

• The new curriculum needs to be fully in place by September 2020 (over a year away) 

• Parents and carers keep the right to opt their children out of certain areas of the 

curriculum 

• As a school we will work closely with parents to ensure that our curriculum meets 

the government’s requirements but is also acceptable to parents and carers 

We have always taught children about relationships through our PSHE curriculum and this 

will continue. However, we will not suddenly make any changes without consulting and 

informing you of them first. 

Y5/6 Topic 

Over the Spring term, year 5 and 6 have been working on a topic called ‘All around the 

World’. They have done some great work and learnt some facts about different geological 

processes. 

The surface of the Earth is not one piece but cracked like a broken 

eggshell into 20 or so large pieces. These are called tectonic 

plates. The plates are never still, they are clashing and sliding all 

over the place. We can’t feel them colliding with each other but 

sometimes you can feel them when there is an earthquake. 

They have also researched a country of their choice and produced a travel brochure. 

Take a vacation and put your feet up in the top 5 hotels in 

Canada: Ritz-Carlton (where you can feast your eyes on the 

glorious sunset); Microtel, one of the top hotels in the world: 

Marriott, Sheraton and Hinton Holiday Inn. 

If you’re are a hiking person, take the one and only opportunity to 

have a trip to the Rocky Mountains, where you can enjoy the view 

of Canada. It’s a once in a life time experience. 

Extracts from Charlie’s topic book 

 

 



Y6 SATS Tests 

Yet again we are nearly at that time of year when the Y6 sit their SATS tests. These are not 

easy tests and the children have been working hard to ensure that they will do the best that 

they can. Below is a timetable for SATS week: 

Monday 15th May Spelling- paper 1 
Punctuation and Grammar- paper 2 

Tuesday 16th May English Reading 

Wednesday 17th May Maths Arithmetic- paper 1 
Maths Reasoning- paper 2 

Thursday 18th May Maths reasoning- paper 3 

Friday 19th May No tests 

 

If your child is in Y6 it is important that they attend school every day that week (no term 

time absences). It is also important that your child does some revision during the Easter 

break as well as having some fun. 

Funding 

You may have seen on the news that a number of Sheffield Headteachers delivered a letter 

to the Prime Minister highlighting the impact of government cuts and the particularly poor 

funding that Sheffield schools receive. As Headteacher, my signature was on the letter as 

the school governors and myself feel strongly about the negative impact that these low 

levels of funding are having on our school and other local schools. This reduction in funding 

is impacting on the provision that we can give your children and it seems unfair that the 

children in schools today will suffer. We can only hope that the current government takes 

the concerns of Headteachers’ seriously. 

Year 4 Fundraising 

Well done Alfie and the children in Y4. He raised £112.00 On behalf of a family friend who has cancer 

and is raising money for the Sheffield Children’s Hospital. 

Thanks also for the donations for comic relief. The school raised a total of £120  

 

Once again I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for all your help and support 

this term. I hope that during the holiday you are able to spend some time with your children 

and we will see you again on Monday 15th April. 

 

Martin Moss 


