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Welcome to our latest newsletter and the first of 2019. As always, we will try to give you a flavour of 

what has happened in school and information that we hope you will find useful. 

Ancient Greeks 

The Y3/4 children have really enjoyed learning about the Ancient Greeks. This topic has really 

interested the children and produced a variety of work.      

The teachers immersed the children in the lives of the Ancient Greeks by planning and delivering an 

Ancient Greek day where the children were involved in a carousel of activities.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



This involved joining the Greek army, making vases, food tasting, making shields and other exciting 

activities. Thank you to all the parents and carers who supported their children by providing 

costumes. 

In literacy the children have learnt how to write a play script and have produced some fantastic 

writing based on the story of Theseus and the Minotaur. 

Below is an extract of the work done by Megan. 

Scene 1:  King Minos is sitting regally on his diamond, jewel 

throne confidently. Theseus enters the room followed by 

a group of nervous Athenian children. They are greeted 

by King Minos. 

King Minos: (Happily) Welcome to my palace. Have a great time        

for now. (He grins sarcastically). 

Theseus:  (confidently) I shall. Tomorrow I will slay that evil beast 

(Standing Triumphantly. 

King Minos: (chuckles) No way you’ll defeat my precious beast. 

 

Balanced Arguments 

The year 5 and 6 children have also produced some great writing based on them producing a 

balanced argument. In particular, they have investigated sweat shops and the impact that they have 

on peoples’ lives. Children have investigated the pros and cons of this contentious issue resulting in 

some heated debates and writing. They were also split in two different groups and made to work in 

either a UK factory or an Indonesian sweatshop. 

Below are some extracts from the work done by Reece 

Another issue is that people have been protesting about is the 

working conditions. Most of them argue that the electricity in the 

premises is so poor that children have lost their eyesight from 

making safety pins in candle-lit rooms. 

Furthermore, the children working in these factories can be as 

young as 10 and they have no breaks, no first aid and no safety 

gear. However, if these people feel depressed, many councillors 

are there to help them.  

 



Homework 

It is clear that many of you are enjoying the homework tasks that are being set for you and your 

children. I have been amazed by the quality of work that families are producing and the wider 

learning that children are engaging in. Homework can be a very contentious issue, with parents and 

carers having a variety of views on what is appropriate for children of different ages. As a school, we 

have changed our approach to homework for this academic year and I am aware that there are a 

number of different views about this approach. After the half term holiday we will be sending out a 

questionnaire to allow you to feedback to us your opinions and views about homework. I would urge 

all parents to reply to this questionnaire as we want to make sure that we are able to get a fair 

representation of parents and carers views. We will also be asking the children what they think 

about homework and the school’s current approach. 

Some of the homework completed this half term 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr Barber 

For the past 12 months, Mr Barber has been employed as a Teaching Assistant in Y3. He was 

employed to cover a maternity leave which will end at the end of this half term. I know you will join 

me in thanking him for his hard work and in wishing him all the best for the future. After the holiday 

Mrs Kassem will be returning to work and will be based in Y3. 

Funding 

Although the news has been dominated by Brexit I hope that you have also become aware of the 

challenges that schools are facing with the real terms cuts in funding. It is clear that the future 

forecasts for school’s budgets currently indicate a significant reduction in the amount of money that 

will be available to spend on your children. This reduction is further exaggerated for us as the city of 

Sheffield receives significantly less funding than other major cities in England. The Government’s 

approach to austerity has meant that we have looked at ways in which we can reduce costs and 

tightened our belts. The belief of myself and the governing body is that we need to protect staffing 

levels however, we are fast approaching a point at which these cuts may impact on the provision 



that we can provide for your children. I would like to reassure you that your children will always be 

at the centre of everything that we do but I think that it is important that I am realistic with you 

about the future financial position of the school 

Young Voices 

At the beginning of this half term some of our children were involved in an initiative known as 

‘Young Voices’. This is a national initiative and involved children from across Yorkshire singing 

together at the Sheffield Arena. Parents and carers were also able to attend a performance in the 

evening. Everyone involved had a fantastic time and the children had an amazing experience 

performing at such a big venue. Once again I would like to thank all the staff involved and all the 

parents and carers who supported the event. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

I hope that you enjoy the holiday with your children. They return to school on Monday 25th February 

and a date for your diary is March 7th, which is World Book Day and we will be encouraging the 

children to dress up as a favourite book character. 

Martin Moss 

 

 


